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men—freshmen at North Carolina Agricul-
tural and Technical College in Greensboro—
sat down at a segregated lunch counter in
a local store and politely refused to leave
until they were served. Their nonviolent ac-
tion challenged a barrier that, symbolically
and practically, had separated black and
white Americans for decades and denied
equal treatment to African American citizens.
The extraordinary bravery and determination
of Ezell Blair, Jr., Franklin McCain, Joseph
McNeil, and David Richmond galvanized
young men and women of conscience across
America, setting in motion a series of student
sit-ins in more than 50 cities and 9 States.
Subjecting themselves to verbal abuse, phys-
ical violence, and unjust arrest, thousands of
black and white students peacefully dem-
onstrated to end segregation in restaurants,
theaters, concert halls, and public transpor-
tation and called for equality in housing,
health care, and education. Their story of
conscience and conviction and their ultimate
triumph continue to inspire us today.

The theme of this year’s African American
History Month is ‘‘Heritage and Horizons:
The African American Legacy and the Chal-
lenges of the 21st Century.’’ It is a reminder
that the new century on which we have just
embarked offers us a unique opportunity to
write our own chapter in the history of Afri-
can Americans and of our Nation. We can
use this time of extraordinary prosperity and
peace to widen the circle of opportunity in
America, to recognize that our society’s rich
diversity is one of our greatest strengths, and
to unite around the fundamental values that
we all share as Americans. We can teach our
children that America’s story has been writ-
ten by men and women of every race and
creed and ethnic background. And we can
ensure that our laws, our actions, and our
words honor the rights and dignity of every
human being.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 2000 as
National African American History Month.
I call upon public officials, educators, librar-
ians, and all the people of the United States
to observe this month with appropriate cere-

monies, activities, and programs that raise
awareness and appreciation of African Amer-
ican history.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:57 a.m., February 1, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 2.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the France-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters
January 31, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of France on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Paris on December 10, 1998. I transmit also,
for the Senate’s information, an explanatory
note agreed between the Parties regarding
the application of certain provisions. The re-
port of the Department of State with respect
to the Treaty is enclosed.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as-
sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
crimes, including terrorism and drug traf-
ficking offenses. The Treaty is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as-
sistance available under the Treaty includes:
obtaining the testimony or statements of per-
sons; providing documents, records, and
items of evidence; locating or identifying per-
sons or items; serving documents; transfer-
ring persons in custody for testimony or other
purposes; executing requests for searches
and seizures; assisting in proceedings related
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to immobilization and forfeiture of assets,
restitution, and collection of fines; and ren-
dering any other form of assistance not pro-
hibited by the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 31, 2000.

Message to the Congress Certifying
No New Commitments Under the
New NATO Strategic Concept
January 31, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the authority vested in me as

President of the United States, including by
section 1221(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000 (Public
Law 106–65), I hereby determine and certify
that the new NATO Strategic Concept im-
poses no new commitment or obligation on
the United States. Further, in accordance
with section 1221(c) of the Act, I transmit
herewith the attached unclassified report to
the Congress on the potential threats facing
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 31, 2000.

Memorandum on Funding for
International Financial Institutions
and Other International
Organizations and Programs
January 31, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–10

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
523 of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 2000, as Contained in
the Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY
2000 (Public Law 106–113)

Pursuant to section 523 of the Foreign Op-
erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-

grams Appropriations Act, 2000, as Con-
tained in the Consolidated Appropriations
Act for FY 2000 (Public Law 106–113), I
hereby certify that withholding from inter-
national financial institutions and other inter-
national organizations and programs funds
appropriated or otherwise made available
pursuant to that Act is contrary to the na-
tional interest.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 3, 2000]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 1, and
it was published in the Federal Register on
February 4.

Message to the Congress on the
United States Air Force Operating
Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 31, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 20, 1999, I issued Presidential
Determination 99–37 (copy enclosed) and
thereby exercised the authority to grant cer-
tain exemptions under section 6001(a) of the
Act.

Presidential Determination 99–37 exempt-
ed the United States Air Force’s operating
location near Groom Lake, Nevada, from any
Federal, State, interstate, or local hazardous
or solid waste laws that might require the
disclosure of classified information con-
cerning that operating location to unauthor-
ized persons. Information concerning activi-
ties at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified, and its disclosure would be harm-
ful to national security. Continued protection
of this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision of


